ITALIAN FOREIGN POLICY
up the whole peninsula and with it any freedom
of action for Italy in the area facing her across the
Adriatic.
The Great War and the Secret Treaties
Italy remained neutral until May 1915 and in the
course of the first winter of the war conducted nego-
tiations with both belligerents. Austria's unwilling-
ness to part with Trieste and the Trentino, and
Turkey's intervention on the side of the Central
Powers, decided Italy's choice.  Negotiations were
opened with Britain, France, and Russia, and by
the Secret Treaty of London Italy was to receive
all that she had demanded of Austria (the ierre
irredente of Trieste and the Trentino) as well as
Dalmatia.  In addition, if France and Great Britain
increased their colonial territories in Africa at Ger-
many's expense, Italy was to have the right to
'equitable compensation', and 'in the case of a total
or partial division of Asiatic Turkey, she should
obtain an equitable part in the Mediterranean region
adjoining the province of Adalia'. Italy accordingly
entered the war on the side of the Allies.
One secret treaty, however, was insufficient to
settle Italy's claims. In May 1916 Russia, France,
and Britain signed the Sykes-Picot Agreement over
new principles of division in Anatolia. Italy was not
informed of the treaty, and when the news leaked
out her anger had to be pacified by fresh negotia-
tions, this time at St. Jean de Maurienne in April
1917, when a fresh treaty was concluded which de-
fined Italy's 'equitable part' as including all south-
west Anatolia, with the towns of Adalia, lionia, and
Smyrna. Italy, in prospective possession of the
second city in Turkey, whose southern approaches
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